Rhode Island Studies Standards by Grade Level / Course

The following standards either explicitly reference Rhode Island’s geography, people,
government, stories, or events, or present opportunities to incorporate them into
instruction. This list is not exhaustive; additional connections to Rhode Island may emerge
when exploring national or global topics.

For a comprehensive understanding of the standards, please refer to the full Rhode Island
Social Studies Standards document.

Kindergarten —

SSK.1.1 Members of and roles in families: Explain families, family roles, and family
rules through looking at the student’s own, those of classmates, and those
represented in literature

SSK.1.2 Family locations in the local community: Explain the physical location of
students’ and classmates’ families within the community and the relationships
between families and the community

SSK.1.3 Family and Cultural traditions: Explain a variety of family and cultural
traditions through looking at the students’ own, those of classmates, and those
represented in literature

SSK.1.4 Family needs and wants: Explain the differences between needs and wants
and how these concepts impact family units {Note: Learning Assessment
Objectives point to jobs and types of jobs}

SSK.2.1 School location in the local community: Analyze the school’s place within
the local community geographically, socially, and economically

SSK.2.2 Roles and responsibilities in schools: Analyze rules, roles, and
responsibilities at school

SSK.2.3 Classroom citizenship: Explain the roles and responsibilities of being
classroom citizens

SSK.3.1 Neighborhood boundaries and nearby neighborhoods: Analyze the
relationship between geography, location, and resource availability in how
neighborhoods and communities are defined
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SSK.3.2 Roles in the community and community citizenship: Analyze the ways
members of a community interact, help each other, and contribute to the
community as awhole

SSK.3.3 Neighborhood and community traditions and celebrations Analyze
similarities and differences between diverse traditions and celebrations from local
neighborhoods, communities, and those represented in literature

Grade 1-

SS1.1.2 Reading maps and understanding directions: Explain how to read a map for
various purposes such as identifying addresses and sharing directions

SS1.1.3 Physical features of the local community: Explain the physical features of
the local community and its available goods and services

SS1.1.4 Natural resources in the local community: Explain the use of available
natural resources in the local community

SS1.2.1 Culture and diversity in the community: Analyze the culture and diversity in
local communities

S5S1.2.2 How communities change: Analyze the ways communities change

SS1.3.1 Goods and services in the community: Analyze the use of goods and
services in the local community

SS1.3.2 Jobs and careers: Analyze different jobs and careers and how they
contribute to the community and economy

SS1.4.1 Community citizenship: Analyze the rights and responsibilities that come
with being a citizen of a community

SS1.4.2 Community leaders: Explain who community leaders are, both elected and
non-elected, and the characteristics of a community leader

SS1.4.3 Rules and responsibilities: Analyze the norms, rules, and responsibilities in
a community and how different rules and responsibilities apply in different settings

SS1.4.4 Resolving problems: Explain how to resolve problems in different settings
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S5S1.4.5 Creating positive social change: Explain how people create positive social
change and the ways students can contribute

SS1.5.1 Learning about nearby communities: Analyze the similarities and
differences in the characteristics of nearby local communities

Grade 2 - {While grade 2 has a global focus, local examples can be included}

SS2.1.1 Understanding maps and globes: Explain maps and globes, geographical
concepts pertaining to them, how to read them, and their uses

SS2.1.2 Physical features of the globe: Explain global physical and geographical
features

SS2.1.3 Natural resources around the globe: Analyze the use of natural resources
around the globe and how resources affect human settlement

SS2.1.4 Global environments: Analyze different global environments and how the
environment affects human settlement patterns and migration

SS2.2.1 Culture and diversity around the world: Analyze the culture and diversity of
communities around the world

S$S2.2.2 Human interactions with and effects on global environments: Analyze
global environmental challenges that happen as a result of human-environmental
interactions

S$S2.2.3 Migrations and movement: Analyze the reasons why people move
throughout the world and the effects of migration

SS2.3.1 Local cultures and their global connections: Analyze ways local
communities are influenced by global cultural heritage

SS2.3.2 Global goods and services: Analyze how goods and services are traded
around the world and contribute to a global economy

SS2.4.1 Global citizenship: Analyze the responsibilities and actions of a global
citizen

SS2.4.2 Global leaders: Analyze types of governments around the world and what
makes a person a global leader

SS2.4.3 Rules and responsibilities of governments to each other: Explain the rules
and responsibilities governments and individuals have to each other
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S5S2.4.4 Conflicts and resolution: Explain why governments experience conflict with
one another and ways they work together to resolve conflict

SS2.4.5 Creating Change: Explain how people have brought social change to the
world and ways students can contribute to positive change

Grade 3 -

SS3.1.1 Uses of social science: Analyze the ways social scientists piece together
information to have knowledge of history and the world today {Note: could include
Rhode Island — based primary sources and archaeology.}

SS3.1.5 The United States today: Analyze the population and industries in the
United States today

SS3.2.1 Geography and environment of the Northeast: Explain the geography and
environment of the Northeastern region of the United States

SS3.2.2 States in the Northeast: Explain the states that make up the Northeastern
region including their admittance to the United States and their identities

S5S3.2.3 Peoples over time in the Northeast: Analyze the ways diverse peoples have
come to live in the Northeastern region of the United States over time {Note - this
standard includes original / Indigenous peoples in the region, not just immigrants.
Includes which peoples make up the region today.}

SS3.2.4 The Northeastern region today: Argue how the geography and environment
of the Northeastern region contributed to its social, cultural, and economic
development

Grade 4 - {All grade 4 standards focus on Rhode Island studies}

SS4.1.1 City/Town Geography: Explain the geography and features of students’ cities
/ towns

SS4.1.2 Geography of Rhode Island: Explain the geography and environment of
Rhode Island including natural resources

SS4.2.1 Indigenous peoples in Rhode Island: Analyze the history and culture of the
Indigenous peoples who live in what is now known as Rhode Island
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S5S4.2.2 Roger Williams and the Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth Colonies: Analyze
Roger Williams’ leadership, banishment from the Massachusetts colonies, and
relocation to what is now known as Rhode Island

SS4.2.3 The founding of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations:
Argue how Williams’ religious beliefs informed the establishment of Providence, the
addition of more settlements, and the formation of its early government

SS4.2.4 Indigenous peoples and relationships with the Rhode Island colonists:
Argue the impacts of the relationships and conflicts between the Indigenous
peoples and the English colonists in Rhode Island

SS4.3.1 Colonial lifeways: Argue how the geography and environment supported a
new way of life for Rhode Island Colonists while their lifeways in turn impacted the
environment and Indigenous peoples

SS4.3.2 Rhode Island economy and maritime industry: Argue the impact of Rhode
Island’s relationship with the world through maritime trade, including participation
in the trans-Atlantic slave trade

S5S4.3.3 Enslaved and free Africans: Analyze the lives of free and enslaved Africans
in Rhode Island

SS4.4.1 Activities leading to the American Revolution: Argue the impact of the acts
and events leading to Rhode Island’s participation in the American Revolution

SS4.4.2 Rhode Island participation in the American Revolution: Analyze Rhode
Islanders’ participation in the American Revolution

SS4.4.3 Rhode Island becomes a state: Analyze the circumstances that lead to
Rhode Island’s eventual ratification of the Constitution of the United States and why
it was the last of the thirteen colonies to do so

SS4.5.1 Industrial Revolution: Argue how the development of the textile industry
impacted Rhode Island economically, socially, and environmentally

SS4.5.2 19th and 20th century industries and peoples: Analyze the major industries
that contributed to Rhode Island’s economy in the 19th and 20th centuries and how
these industries encouraged people looking for opportunity to come to the area

SS4.5.3 Peoples and industries in Rhode Island today: Argue how industries, diverse
peoples, and landmarks impact the development of state identity
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SS4.6.1 The Rhode Island State House and government: Explain Rhode Island’s
state government, rules, and laws

SS4.6.2 Local town/city hall and government: Explain local city or town government,
rules, and law

SS4.6.3 Government participation in the past Analyze ways Rhode Islanders
participated in state government in the past

S5S4.6.4 Participating in state and local governments today: Analyze ways Rhode
Islanders can participate in local and state governments today

Grade 5 -

SS5.1.1 North American geography: Analyze the countries, geographic features, and
climates of North America

SS5.1.2 The Indigenous peoples of North America: Analyze the lived experiences of
Indigenous peoples prior to European colonization

SS5.2.1 European colonization: Argue the ways the motivations and methods of
European colonization in North America affected the Indigenous peoples

SS5.2.2 Building the colonies: Analyze the similarities and differences of the
colonies throughout North America

SS5.2.3 Indigenous peoples and European colonists: Analyze the relationships
between Indigenous peoples and European colonists and the evolving nature of
those relationships

SS5.2.4 Development of slavery and the African slave trade: Argue the impacts the
new system of enslavement had on the economy and the people involved

S5S5.3.1 Road to revolution: Argue how Britain’s response at the end of the French
and Indian War led to the American Revolution

SS5.3.2 Declaration of Independence: Analyze the ideals of the Declaration of
Independence

SS5.3.3 Open rebellion: Analyze the actions and activities of the participants of the
Revolution
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S5S5.3.4 Writing the Constitution of the United States and forming a new
government: Analyze the elements of the Constitution of the United States and its
significance in forming a new United States

SS5.4.1 The Early Republic: Argue the impacts of the political changes and
uncertainties immediately following the ratification of the Constitution of the United
States

S5S5.4.3 Movement of people: Argue the ways that migration, laws governing
migration, and government actions forcing migration affected different groups of
people

SS5.4.4 Growth of industry: Argue how changes in transportation and industry in the
first half of the 19th century impacted people’s lives

SS5.5.1 Resistance and abolition: Analyze the conditions of enslavement and the
many efforts of free and enslaved Blacks to obtain freedom for enslaved Africans

SS5.5.3 The Civil War: Argue the impacts of the events and participants of the Civil
War

SS5.5.4 Reconstruction: Argue the impact of the period immediately following the
Civil War and the ways Black individuals and groups acted to resist white supremacy
and advocate for their freedom {Note: Rhode Island references in the Learning
Assessment Objectives}

Grade 6 —{Though the grade 6 focus is on early ancient civilizations, there is opportunity to
include Rhode Island scholars for these standards}

SS6.1.1 Experts of the past: Analyze the jobs and necessary skills of people who
study the past

SS6.1.2 Sources of the past: Analyze the sources scholars use to study the past

Grade 7-{Though global stories are the focus, Rl stories can be connected}

SS7.1.1 Population and geography of the world in 1300 CE: Analyze the status of
population and power centers around the world in 1300 CE

SS7.2.1 Voyages of exploration: Argue the impact of European exploration and
conquest across the globe on the people they encountered
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S5S7.2.3 The Atlantic slave trade: Argue the impact of the solidification of the Atlantic
system of slavery on Indigenous and African people.

SS7.4.1 Political revolutions: Argue the global impact of worldwide revolutions
during the late 18th to early 19th centuries {Note: Includes the American Revolution}

SS7.4.2 Economic reordering: Argue the impact of societal changes on global
economies in the late 18th and early 19th centuries

S5S7.6.1 World War | (1914-1918): Argue the global impacts of the cause, course, and
consequences of World War |

SS7.6.2 World War Il (1939-1945): Argue the global impacts of the cause, course,
and consequences of World War Il

SS7.6.3The Cold War (1947-1991): Argue the global impact of the Cold War and its
growth out of the events of World War Il

Grade 8 -

SS8.1.2 Civic participation: Argue what it meant to be civically engaged in the past
and identify ways to participate today

SS8.2.2 The Constitution of the United States and Bill of Rights: Analyze the events
of the Constitutional Convention and the issues raised during the debates

S5S8.4.1 Local governments: Argue the current and historic impacts of the city or
town government(s) local to students

SS8.4.2 Rhode Island state government: Argue the current and historic impact of the
Rhode Island state government

SS8.4.3 Tribal governments: Argue the impact of the systems, practices, and values
of tribal governments

S5S8.4.4 Government jurisdiction: Analyze what happens when jurisdictions overlap
with opposing views and goals

S5S8.6.1 Rights of a citizen: Argue the importance of the rights citizens hold in a
democracy and what it means to protect those rights

S5S8.6.2 Responsibilities of a citizen: Analyze the importance of the responsibilities
and obligations of a citizen and how people can participate in their communities
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SS8.6.3 Political participation: Analyze the political process, how elections work,
issues surrounding elections, and the ways people can get involved

S5S8.6.4 Movements for Civil Rights: Argue the impacts individuals and groups have
made towards securing civil rights in the United States {Note: Learning Assessment
Obijectives include looking at Rhode Island connections to different movements}

High School Civics -

SSHS.CVC.1.3 Citizenship and obligations of citizens: Argue how different
definitions of citizenship and how to act as a citizen have impacted different people
over time

SSHS.CVC.2.4 Creating the government of the new United States: Argue the impacts
of the challenges the founders faced in the creation of a new government under the
Constitution of the United States

SSHS.CVC.3.2 The Constitution as a product of compromise: Argue the impacts of
the compromises that went into the passage of the Constitution of the United
States, including the addition of the Bill of Rights

SSHS.CVC.4.5 State, local, and tribal governments: Analyze other governmental
systems of the United States, including state, local, and tribal governments, and
their interactions with each other and the federal government

SSHS.CVC.5.4 Participation of citizens: Argue the impacts people can have on the
American political system by becoming involved with political parties, interest
groups, and politics

SSHS.CVC.6.4 Contemporary controversies surrounding elections and voting: Argue
the short- and long- term implications of voter turnout and participation on the
outcomes of the political process

SSHS.CVC.7.2 Historical examples of different forms of dissent and protest: Argue
the impacts of Americans who have acted to address social inequalities in the past

High School US History I -

SSHS.USI.1.1 Indigenous peoples of North America: Analyze the diversity of Pre-
Columbian Indigenous civilizations in North America

Page 9 of 13



SSHS.USI.1.2 The impact of European colonization on Indigenous life: Argue the
ways that European colonization impacted the lifeways and populations of
Indigenous peoples

SSHS.USI.1.3 Establishing the colonies: Argue the impact of the conditions of life in
colonial North America

SSHS.USI.1.4 The emergence of the trans-Atlantic slave trade: Argue the impacts of
the transformation of human beings into property and commodities within the
Atlantic trading system and the emergence of chattel enslavement

SSHS.USI.2.1 Establishing colonial economies and governments: Argue the impacts
of the colonies establishing their own economies and governments separate from
Great Britain

SSHS.USI.2.2 British imperial policies and colonial responses: Argue how British
impositions after the Seven Years War led to opposition in the colonies

SSHS.USI.2.3 Common Sense and the Declaration of Independence: Argue the
impact of the intellectual and philosophical arguments presented forindependence
from Great Britain

SSHS.USI.2.4 People and events of the American Revolution: Argue the impacts of
people and battles of the American Revolution on the course of the War

SSHS.USI.2.5 Effects of the American Revolution on society: Argue the impacts the
outcomes of the Revolutionary War had on political, cultural, and economic life in
North America

SSHS.USIL.3.1 The Articles of Confederation and challenges to it: Argue the reasons
why the structure of government established by the Articles of Confederation was
challenged

SSHS.USI.3.4 The Constitution of the United States and Bill of Rights: Analyze the
Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights and the governmental powers
and rights outlined in them (Note: A Learning Assessment Objective calls out Rhode
Island’s role)

SSHS.USI.4.1 The Constitution and different populations of society: Argue the
impacts of the contradictions between the Constitution’s guarantees of freedom
and the realities of life for various populations of society in the Early National era
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SSHS.USI.5.2 Transformations of the Market Revolution: Argue the impacts of
technological and financial developments and the expansion of markets in the Early
Republic Era

SSHS.USI.5.4 Effects of early industrialization on workers: Argue the impacts of the
Industrial Revolution on the ways workers lived

SSHS.USI.6.3 Abolitionists and their arguments against slavery: Argue the impact of
the collaborative efforts of abolitionists to end slavery in the United States

SSHS.USI.7.3 Roles of various individuals and groups in the Civil War: Argue the
impact of the roles and experiences of the multitude of individuals and groups
during the Civil War

SSHS.USI.7.5 Leaders, decisive battles, and the reasons for Union victory: Argue the
impact of military components, leaders, and battles, on the course and end of the
Civil War

SSHS.USI.7.7 The effects of Reconstruction on Black Americans: Argue how
Reconstruction affected Black Americans and the establishment of their lives after
enslavement {Note: Rhode Island references in Leaning Assessment Objectives}

High School US History II-

SSHS.USIIL.1.1 The Second Industrial Revolution and urbanization: Argue the social
and economic impacts of industrialization and the urbanization of the United States
after the Civil War

SSHS.USII.1.4 Second-wave immigration to the United States: Argue the influence
industrialization had on second-wave immigration in the late 19th century, and the
impacts of government response

SSHS.USII.2.1 Progressive reformers: Argue how Progressive reform socially and
economically impacted the lives of people in the United States

SSHS.USII.2.2 Civil rights activism during the Progressive Era: Argue the impacts of
civil rights activism during the Progressive Era on improving Black Americans’ lives

SSHS.USII.2.3 Progressivism and woman suffrage: Argue the impacts of woman
suffrage activism during the Progressive Era on the passage of the 19th Amendment

Page 11 of 13



SSHS.USII.2.5 The home front: Argue how America’s regulation of the home front
impacted Americans during World War |

SSHS.WHIIL.3.4 The American War for Independence: Argue how the events and
ideals of the American Revolution impacted the American colonies socially,
politically, and economically

SSHS.USII.4.2 The effects of the War on American society: Argue how World War |l
impacted different groups of people in the United States

SSHS.USII.5.2 Foreign policy and domestic effects of the Cold War: Argue the ways
the Cold War and the fear of Communism affected Americans and domestic and
foreign policy of the United States

SSHS.USII.6.1 Conditions for Black Americans after World War Il: Argue the ways
legal and social actions for and against civil rights affected the lives of Black
Americans before the Civil Rights Act of 1964

SSHS.USII.6.2 People and groups of the Civil Rights Movement and their
contributions: Argue the ways individuals and groups impacted the movement for
the fight for civil rights in the 1950s and 1960s and how those impacts continue to
have lasting global social, political, and economic effects (Note: some Learning
Assessment Objectives name Rl figures and organizations — more can be
incorporated)

SSHS.USII.6.3: The liberation and identity power movements of the 1960s and
1970s: Argue the reasons why many civil rights movements emerged in the 1960s
and 1970s and the ways they impacted society and culture.

High School World History | -

SSHS.WHI.6.1 Peoples of North America: Argue how geography influenced the
development of cultural diversity among early Indigenous groups throughout North
America {Note: Doesn’t specifically include Rl Indigenous but could be
incorporated.}

High School World History Il-

SSHS.WHII.2.3 European colonization in the Americas: Argue the ways European
exploration and colonization impacted American civilizations
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SSHS.WHII.3.6 European desires and global patterns of trade: Argue the effects the
Atlantic System of trade had on enslaved Africans an on the regions of the world that
participated {Note: Does not specifically state Rl, but could be incorporated}

SSHS.WHIIL.5.1 Industrialization and its developments: Argue how progress and
innovation associated with industrialization also led certain groups to prosper while
others struggled

SSHS.WHIIL.5.2 Life in the Industrial Age: Argue how industrialization and
urbanization led to dramatic changes in lifestyles for people in Great Britain and
other nations in the 18th and 19th centuries {Opportunity to connect to Rl}
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