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How to  
Use the 
Field Guide 
As we get ready to celebrate our nation’s 250th anniversary, 
this Field Guide is designed as a companion to help 
communities across Rhode Island engage with RI250 in 
meaningful and accessible ways. 

Whether you’re part of a municipal committee planning 
a special event, a teacher bringing local history into your 
classroom, or just a resident eager to get involved, this guide 
offers fascinating insights into our state’s rich history, tips for 
staying informed, access to the statewide event calendar, 
helpful resources to enhance your local events along with 
contact points to support your participation.
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Creating Memorable RI250  
Experiences Together
Community gathering, local festival, history exhibit — share your 
events by submitting your event on our website, and the RI250 
Commission can help spread the word. It’s easy, just follow the link 
below and submit your event for approval. 

Once approved, the RI250 team will reach out to provide you with 
further details, including the RI250 logo and branding guidelines 
for promoting your event. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to email us at ri250@sos.ri.gov. 

Share the Excitement  
on Social Media
We want to celebrate all the amazing events happening for the 
RI250 anniversary with you! When you’re posting about your event, 
be sure to use the hashtag #RI250 and tag @RhodeIsland250  
on both Facebook and Instagram. Your tag helps us find the 
awesome events you’re hosting and allow us to share your  
posts and spread the word!

RhodeIsland250

Get started today 
and let’s make your 
event shine! 

SHARE  
YOUR EVENT
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Overview of the  
RI250 Commission
The RI250 Commission is composed of 30 appointed members 
dedicated to fostering civic pride, promoting economic 
development, and sharing Rhode Island’s rich history. The 
Commission organizes and participates in activities that 
commemorate our state’s significant contributions to the 
American Revolution. Serving as a central hub, the Commission 
facilitates American Revolution-related events across Rhode 
Island, which started in 2022 and will culminate in 2026’s 
Semiquincentennial celebration!

In recognition of this monumental occasion, enclosed you’ll find 
a commemorative coin. Each of Rhode Island’s 39 municipalities 
will receive a similar coin to symbolize our collective commitment 
to the 250th Anniversary as we work in tandem to invite all 
Rhode Islanders to support, engage, and commemorate this 
pivotal milestone in our State’s history.
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A HISTORY  
OF HOPE. 
A LEGACY OF 
INDEPENDENCE. 

RI 250



Mission, 
Vision  
& Values 
Mission
The mission of the RI250 Commission is to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of events throughout history which influenced 
the ideals of freedom, equality, and independence in our country. 
Our purpose is to highlight and acknowledge the significant role 
Rhode Island has played in the formation of our nation as one of 
the original 13 colonies. Rhode Islanders will explore the intersection 
of all people who have impacted that history through coordinated 
events and curriculum that recognizes the many people who have 
inhabited these lands.

Vision
For Rhode Islanders to explore and celebrate the diverse individuals 
who have shaped our history through engaging events and 
coordinated curriculum that honors the rich tapestry of cultures, 
customs, and peoples who have called this land home.

Values
We invite all Rhode Islanders and visitors to engage in opportunities 
celebrating the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United 
States. Our goal is to deepen Rhode Island’s historical narrative 
by amplifying public events that honor the diverse experiences of 
individuals affected before, during, and after this pivotal moment 
in our history. We recognize that our partners will offer valuable 
insights on this anniversary, enriching our understanding of its 
significance and the ongoing journey toward progress.
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Reasons to Visit Rhode Island 
Rhode Island’s 39 cities and towns each carry a piece of our 
nation’s 250-year story. These stories stretch from the Narragansett 
people to the shipbuilders of Bristol and the Black entrepreneurs 
of Providence’s Snowtown. They include the Portuguese fishers of 
Newport, the Cape Verdean longshore crews of East Providence, 
and the Italian, Irish, and Jewish merchants who shaped our 
mill villages. Today, Dominican, Hmong, Liberian, and Colombian 
neighbors continue to contribute to Rhode Island’s culture, 
economy, and continuing history. The Semiquincentennial is an ideal 
moment to spotlight these distinct neighborhoods, peoples, and 
their histories — and to invite cross-community partnerships. 

Welcome to Rhode Island, a virtual kaleidoscope of things to see, 
do, eat, drink, experience, and enjoy. Here, all flavors are waiting to 
be tasted, all history is ready to be discovered, all art is on display 
to inspire, all natural beauty is here to take your breath away… and all 
people are welcome.

In this guide, you’ll get a taste of the endless awesomeness 
contained within the Ocean State’s 1,214 square miles. It’s a place 
we’re proud to call home, and we’re more than happy to share the 
treasures within. Here in Rhode Island, we know we’ve got it going 
on, and after a visit to this jam-packed, fun-filled state, you will too.

All Corners
With an endless amount of things to see and do here in Rhode 
Island, you might not even know where to begin–especially if you’re 
a first-timer. Luckily, the state is divided into six distinct regions, 
making planning future trips a lot easier. And even easier is getting 
from place to place–our compact size means you can travel the 
entire state, top to bottom, within an hour. While each region has 
its own unique landscape, history, and experiences, they’re all still 
unmistakably Rhode Island.
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Blackstone Valley
The state’s northernmost region has just the right mix of 
breathtaking natural beauty, immersive history, and mouthwatering 
cuisine. Here’s a sampling of the riches that await you in 
Blackstone Valley: sites where our country’s Industrial Revolution 
began, pedaling the Blackstone River Bikeway, and tasting cuisine 
from over 40 different countries on the International Food Trail.

Providence
For an urban experience like no other, look no further than 
wonderfully walkable Providence. Here in “The Creative Capital,” 
the best and brightest from academia, cooking, and design 
come up with creations that are both innovative and world-
changing. The artistic and historic atmosphere is invigorating, and 
everywhere you look there’s something new to experience, making 
each visit completely different from the last.

Warwick and West Bay
Think of this central region as a collection of Rhode Island’s 
Greatest Hits, offering visitors a little bit of everything that makes 
us so special. Expect intriguing New England history, scenic 
waterfront vistas, charming villages, and plenty of culture that 
show what a melting pot our state truly is.

Bristol and Newport Counties
Also known as The Sailing Capital of the World, this coastal region 
has been welcoming visitors for centuries. In the city of Newport, 
you’ll be greeted by world-class dining, coastal charm, and 
stunning architecture, including the storied Newport Mansions. 
Plus, the world-renowned jazz and folk festivals are must-sees 
for any music lover. Be sure to visit the nine coastal communities 
scattered across the region for a truly authentic getaway.
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South County
This untouched, southernmost swathe of the Ocean State is a 
nature lover’s dream come true. With hiking and biking trails, 
watersports, lush forests, nature preserves, and 20 public beaches, 
this is where you come to get a breath of fresh air and some 
incredibly epic views. Be sure to visit during all four seasons for a 
different experience each time.

Block Island
Block Island is a short (but picturesque) ferry ride from the 
mainland, yet it feels like it’s a world away. This 10-square-mile 
seaside resort, just 12 miles off the Rhode Island coast, has 
been heralded as “One of the last 12 great places in the Western 
Hemisphere.” Boutique-lined streets, dramatic bluffs, and restored 
Victorian hotels add to the local charm while abundant, unspoiled 
natural beauty provides a haven for outdoor lovers of all kinds.



Rhode 
Island’s 
History
INNOVATION. ACCEPTANCE. HOPE.
Rhode Island has long been a vibrant community where diverse 
perspectives and innovative ideas can thrive. Our colonial founder, 
Roger Williams, sought refuge here after being expelled from the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony for his bold and progressive beliefs. 
He established Providence on land originally belonging to the 
Narragansett people, highlighting the importance of respectful 
relationships with local Indigenous leaders like sachems Canonicus 
and Miantonomi. In the years that followed, people from various 
backgrounds and beliefs came together to create a tapestry of 
towns across the region, shaping our colony into the inclusive and 
dynamic state we recognize today.
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King Charles II granted the colony a royal charter in 1663. A 
landmark document for its time, the charter granted settlers in 
Rhode Island the right to govern themselves and guaranteed their 
right to freedom of religion without government interference. 
One hundred-nine years later, Rhode Island was the first colony 
to stage a major attack against England, burning the royal navy 
vessel HMS Gaspee to the waterline to protest taxation and trade 
infringement. In May of 1776, the colony was the first to renounce 
its allegiance to the king, declaring that “George the third, King 
of Britain, forgetting his dignity… and entirely departing from 
the duties and Character of a good king, instead of protecting 
is endeavoring to destroy the good people of this colony… by 
sending fleets and armies to America, to spread fire, sword and 
desolation throughout our country in order to compel us to 
submit to the debasing and detestable tyranny.”

Rhode Island also authorized the first non-white military regiment, 
the 1st Rhode Island Regiment. Comprised of men of African and 
Indigenous descent, it served in several battles including the 
Battle of Rhode Island in 1778, and the decisive Battle of Yorktown 
in 1781.

Shortly after the American Revolution, Rhode Island innovation 
was on view again in the new nation’s first successful factory, 
Samuel Slater’s textile mill in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. For the next 
100 years, our state continued to lead the way in manufacturing, 
building mills, and introducing new technologies. However, the 
immigrants who came to run these mills highlighted an inequity in 
the state: non-land holders were denied the right to vote. This led 
to the Dorr Rebellion of 1842, which sought to expand voting rights 
to non-landholders. Although the rebellion was quashed and Dorr 
sent to prison, it prompted the state to draft its first constitution 
which greatly expanded voting rights in the state.
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These early moments in Rhode Island’s history show that our 
state has always had a unique way of doing things. Today, Rhode 
Island continues to be a leader in fields like renewable energy, 
with the nation’s first offshore wind farm near Block Island. 
And local festivals like PVDFest showcase our state’s world-
renowned arts and music scene, while internationally recognized 
events like Newport’s Folk and Jazz Festivals bring people from 
around the world to Rhode Island. From historic sites to top-tier 
restaurants and pristine beaches, every corner of Rhode Island 
holds something special. We encourage Rhode Islanders and 
visitors alike to remember our founding ideals and enjoy the lively 
experiment that Rhode Island continues to be.

From indigenous roots to 
modern heights, explore our 
state’s rich history. 

RHODE ISLAND 
TIMELINE
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How to 
Engage  
the Next 
Generation?
As we celebrate the nation’s 250th anniversary, it’s essential to 
get the next generation excited and involved in our state’s vibrant 
history and cultural diversity. We want to engage young people 
in ways that not only teach them but also empower them to play 
a part in their community’s stories. Schools, community groups, 
and families can team up to create fun programs that bring Rhode 
Island’s rich history to life. Consider organizing field trips to local 
historic sites, staging reenactments, hosting artist-led workshops, 
or supporting preservation efforts through community service. 
Each of these activities offers young people a hands-on way to 
connect with the past.
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Digital Storytelling
One great way to engage young people is by tapping into 
technology and social media. Today’s youth are digital natives, so 
using platforms they already know and love is an obvious tool for 
engagement. Using technology to research events from Rhode 
Island’s past and sharing their discoveries through short videos 
or social media posts creates a digital storytelling forum they’re 
comfortable using and very familiar with. Plus, encouraging the 
use of hashtags like #RI250 can help spread the word, making it 
easy for everyone to join in the conversation about Rhode Island’s 
unique history and its impact on the nation.

Diversity and Inclusion 
Rhode Island’s history is made up of millions of stories woven 
together by people of different backgrounds. It only makes sense 
to spotlight every voice as part of RI250 and its events. When 
you’re forming your own local plans for RI250, be sure to use an 
inclusive lens and make sure you acknowledge the diversity in 
your own community.

Ask: 
Who lived this history? Who still feels the impact of it today? 
What other perspectives are there that can be heard?  
What are the untold stories?

Building the answers to those questions into your events  
will ensure they feel truer to everyone. 

RI250 is committed to being inclusive of everyone no 
matter their background or identity, because we respect 
what makes people unique.

- 17 -



- 18 -

Finding Value in History  
for RI250
Municipalities in Rhode Island can enhance fundraising efforts 
by recognizing the inherent value of historic assets in their 
communities, viewing their preservation as more than just a “civic 
duty,” but as a vital act that fosters community engagement and 
generates financial support.

Understanding the emotional narratives tied to local history gives 
communities the leverage to appeal to potential donors who 
are motivated by nostalgia, legacy, and a sense of belonging. By 
defining both tangible and intangible historical assets – ranging 
from beautiful historic properties and national landmarks to oral 
histories and community traditions – municipalities can uncover 
unique funding opportunities that resonate with citizens and 
philanthropists alike. 

Below are some strategic tips and actionable insights for 
municipalities across Rhode Island to help harness history into 
impactful fundraising. 

Identify Assets
Tangible Assets: Catalog local historic properties, districts, and 
landmarks. Consider the decorative arts collections and public art 
pieces that enhance community identity.

Intangible Assets: Gather oral histories, traditions, and overlooked 
narratives that reflect your community’s unique story.
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Leverage the Donor’s Perspective
Highlight the Emotional Connection: Share stories that evoke 
nostalgia, legacy, and community pride.

Showcase Community Impact: Illustrate how preserving historical 
assets fosters tourism, stimulates economic development, and 
enhances civic pride.

Position Your Historical Assets as Fundable Opportunities
Identify areas in need of historical attention, such as preservation, 
research, interpretation, and public access.  

Uncover unmet needs that resonate strongly with potential donors, 
giving them the chance to make a tangible impact.

Encourage Collaboration
Partner with local historical societies, libraries, community experts, 
and educational institutions to create comprehensive initiatives 
that are more attractive to funders.

Utilize shared resources and expertise to strengthen project 
proposals and expand outreach efforts.

Connect Past to Present
Frame historical narratives in a way that relates to current social 
issues or donor interests, emphasizing how investing in history can 
address contemporary challenges.

Fundraising is not merely about securing funds. It’s about building 
a narrative that resonates with the community and reinforces the 
value of their shared history. With a well-structured approach, 
including some of the tips above, local governments can secure 
the necessary resources to ensure that Rhode Island’s rich history 
is preserved for future generations.



PARTNERSHIP

RI250: 
Join the 
Revolution
The reach of the RI 250th Commission reflects the strong 
partnerships we build with government entities, cultural 
organizations, historical institutions, schools, nonprofits, storytellers, 
and communities throughout Rhode Island.

We invite you to join us in spotlighting your event on our calendar 
or explore opportunities for co-branding. Visit RhodeIsland250.
org/affiliate-events/ to submit your event for approval. If approved, 
the RI250 team will reach out to provide you with further details, 
including the RI 250 logo and branding guidelines for promoting 
your event. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email  
us at ri250@sos.ri.gov.

Get started today 
and let’s make your 
event shine! 

SHARE  
YOUR EVENT
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Local Committees/Municipalities 
Contact Information
Newport 
Becca Bertrand, 
Chair 
rbertrand@newporthistory.com

Bristol 
Alayne White, 
Chair 
alayne@alaynewhite.com

East Providence 
Patricia Resende, 
Mayor’s Office - Chief of Staff 
presende@eastprovidenceri.gov

South Kingstown 
Kenny Burke, 
Chair 
kennyburkeusa@gmail.com

Narragansett 
Sarah Masson, 
Town Clerk 
smasson@narragansettri.gov

Portsmouth 
Jennifer West, 
Town Clerk 
jwest@portsmouthri.gov

Middletown 
George Krol, 
Chair 
middletownri250@gmail.com

Cranston 
Mary Greim-Gallo, 
Chair 
cranston250commission 
@gmail.com

Warren 
Sara Weed, 
Chair 
ssweed@cox.net

Little Compton 
Caroline Wilkie Wordell, 
LC350 Chair 
cwilkie43@cox.net

New Shoreham 
Pam Gasner, 
Chair 
pamgasner@icloud.com

Charlestown 
Philip Gingerella, 
Chair 
pgingerella@gmail.com
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Burrillville 
Christopher Toti,
Chair 
ctoti01@cox.net

Lincoln 
Philip Gould, 
Town Administrator 
pgould@lincolnri.org

Westerly 
Mary LeBlanc, 
Town Clerk 
MLeBlanc@westerlyri.gov

Woonsocket 
Emily A. Haining-Sheehan, 
Business Growth & Recovery 
ehaining-sheehan@
woonsocketri.org

Johnston 
Vincent Baccari, 
Town Clerk 
vbaccari@johnston-ri.us

Richmond 
Samantha Wilcox, 
Chair 
swilcox@richmondri.com

Cumberland 
Sandra Giovanelli, 
Town Clerk 
sgiovanelli@cumberlandri.org

Jamestown 
Dennis Webster, 
Chair 
dennishwebster@hotmail.com

Pawtucket 
Amelia Boivin, 
Mayor’s Office 
aboivin@pawtucketri.gov

Central Falls 
Mavy Pineda, 
Parks & Rec Director 
mpineda@city.centralfallsri.gov

North Providence 
Mary Ann DeAngelus, 
Town Clerk 
townclerk 
@northprovidenceri.gov

Barrington 
Joyce Boyle,  
Chair
joyceboyle1942@gmail.com

Tiverton 
Peter Moniz, 
Chair 
pmmoniz@outlook.com

North Smithfield 
Richard Keene, 
Chair 
nsha@nsheritageassn.org
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Coventry 
Maria Broadbent, 
Chair 
mbroadbent@coventryri.gov

East Greenwich 
Leigh Carney, 
Town Clerk 
lcarney@eastgreenwichri.com

Exeter 
Tressa Barner, 
Chair 
tressabarner@gmail.com

Foster 
Sue Dillon, 
Town Clerk 
sdillon@townoffoster.com

Glocester
Jean Fecteau, 
Town Clerk 
JeanFecteau@glocesterri.gov

Hopkinton 
Slyvia Thompson, 
Chair 
sylviathompson02833@live.com

Warwick 
William Fecente,
Mayor’s Chief of Staff 
mayorsoffice@warwickri.com

West Warwick 
Kimberly Usselman, 
Chair 
westwarwickri250@gmail.com

Providence 
Joe Wilson Jr, 
Director - Providence 
Department of Art, Culture,  
and Tourism 
jwilsonjr@providenceri.gov

North Kingstown 
Kate Glass, 
Chair 
kglass@northkingstownri.gov

Smithfield 
Todd Manni, 
Director of Emergency 
Management and Community 
Outreach 
tmanni@smithfieldri.gov

Scituate 
Margaret Long, 
Town Clerk 
MLong@ScituateRi.org

West Greenwich 
Kathy Swann, 
Chair 
kaswann@gmail.com




